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Resource Rights: Concepción Gutiérrez’s fight to 

protect her land 

 

Honduras is an open playing field for businesses, or at 

least that’s what international mining companies think, 

who are prepared to exploit the country’s natural 

resources without any regard for the people or 

communities affected.  

 

But people like Concepción Gutiérrez don’t keep quiet. 

Concepcion opposed an open cast mining project near 

her land in the community of Nueva Esperanza in the 

municipality of Tela, Department of Atlantida.  

 

Her community, like many others, is located in an area rich in iron and gold deposits.  

Concepción started to have problems in 2011, when she refused to sell her land to the 

company.  

 

As often happens in Honduras, the company deliberately divided the community: “they 

accused me of preventing progress in the country by opposing the mine”, says 

Concepción. “From that moment onwards they stopped thinking of me as a neighbour and 

a friend”.  

 

Thanks to the Broad Movement for Dignity and Justice (MADJ), Concepción is a 

beneficiary of precautionary measures issued by the Inter-American Commission for 

Human Rights (IACHR) since 2013.  

 

The IACHR notes in its resolution that since opposition to the mining project began, the 

Mayor and the police began to threaten those who opposed it. As in many cases, military 

presence in the area was also increased.  
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On 25 July 2013, Concepción welcomed two International Observers from the Project for 

International Accompaniment in Honduras (PROAH) to her home. “That night, 52 men who 

worked for the company armed with AK-47 and machetes surrounded the house, they 

forced the two observers to leave the house and they brought them off”.  

 

They didn’t let them go until the next day. The presence of international observers was 

known and allowed by the government of Honduras. “That day, I left my community, I was 

away for a year and a half, until things calmed down”. Concepcion had heard that she was 

on a list of people who had to be eliminated. “I have felt very supported by MADJ and the 

Catholic Church”.  

 

MADJ is a Trócaire programme partner set up in 2008 after a hunger strike of 32 days by a 

group of lawyers in protest at the high levels of corruption and impunity in Honduras.  

 

Although they never achieved their objectives, they did manage to stimulate the 

development of a movement against human rights violations. 

 

MADJ is currently providing support to 90 cases of human rights violations, 

including the case of Berta Caceres’ family.  

 

Father Marco, who is part of the movement since 2009 has also supported the family. 

Some priests in Honduras have actively and openly supported movements against mining 

and hydro-electric power projects, although according to Father Marco “The Catholic 

Church as an institution has remained quiet about this situation”.  

 

Concepción is not the only person with IACHR precautionary measures. The resolution 

under which she was granted these measures also provided similar measures for another 

17 people from the community of Nueva Esperanza.  

 

Thanks to the efforts of people like Concepción and MADJ, the community managed to 

have the mining concession cancelled through a Study of the Environmental 
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Impact, which indicated that 28 of the 32 areas studied would have adverse impacts 

on the community.   

 

Concepción returned to live in her community and the project is now a bad memory of the 

past. The case of the community of Nueva Esperanza is a small victory but the defense of 

the rights of communities threatened by extractive projects continues, as does 

Concepción’s participation in MADJ in the struggle for a different Honduras.   

 

On that issue see also report from Global Witness from January 2017 “Honduras: 

the deadliest country in the world for environmental activism” pages 17-20, 

https://www.globalwitness.org/documents/18718/Defenders_Honduras_full_report_s

preads.pdf 
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